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Recent illegal developments 
· On 27th of June, so-called security service of the occupied Abkhazia region has published a statement about imposing the temporary restrictions on movement across the occupation line. 
· Abovementioned decision will further aggravate humanitarian and socio-economic conditions of conflict-affected people on the ground. Needless to say that the closure of the occupation line is a start of another wave of Russia’s hybrid warfare. 
· Express concern over the recent illegal so-called parliamentary elections held in the occupied Tskhinvali region.
· This move blatantly violates the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia within its internationally recognized borders and cannot have any legal effect, as they contradict the fundamental norms and principles of international law.
· Express concern over the recent alarming developments restricting the freedom of movement across the occupation line, in particular:
· Another death of the Georgian citizen Irakli Kvaratskhelia under unclear and suspicious circumstances at military base of Russian FSB forces in Abkhazia region after being arbitrarily detained for so-called illegal border crossing by the Russian FSB Forces.  
· The recent case when the family residing in Gali district had to bring the body of the deceased 53 year-old Gocha Tufuria to Orsantia-Otobaia Bridge while the rest of the family was gathered on the other side of the bridge to bid farewell to their dead relative. The occupation regime did not allow them to cross the occupation line. Only those relatives who payed 200 Lari managed to enter Abkhazia region. 
· The recent long-term closure of the occupation line in both Abkhazia and Tskhinvali regions.  
* Note: On 11-12 January 2019, Sokhumi and Tskhinvali occupation regimes closed the occupation line referring to spread of flu virus in Tbilisi controlled territory. The occupation regime in Sokhumi opened the crossings after almost one month and in Tskhinvali after more than two months.
· In fact, the motives of the occupation regimes are clear, since this is an alternate desire to cease the free movement across the occupation line and cut the links with the rest of Georgia.
· Stress that the above restrictions were attempts to fully isolate both occupied regions and created risk for serious humanitarian crisis particularly in Gali and Akhalgori districts.
· The decision of Tskhinvali occupation regime, imposing further restrictions for crossing the occupation line.
· * Note: New restrictions were introduced by the Russian occupation regime in Tskhinvali from the beginning of February, requiring the residents of Akhalgori district to apply for so-called special “permit” to cross the occupation line, while they had been allowed to cross with their so-called passports before. These regulations will create further artificial obstacles to exercise the right to freedom of movement. 
· Underline the need of pressure of the international community on Russian occupation regimes to ensure the freedom of movement along the occupation line.
· Update on the activities related to the process of the fortification of the occupation line:
· On 27th of January, Russian occupation forces installed additional 30-meter long barbed-wire fences in Khurvaleti village. As a result, one of the local residents’ orchard was cut through.
· In the beginning of January 2019, the representatives of Tskhinvali occupation regime made yellow marks on the trees in the forest in the area adjacent to the villages Tsaghvli and Chorchana, Kashuri Municipality, 1.000 meters deeper into the Georgian controlled territory. Most probably, they marked the routes for patrolling, which might be followed by illegal installations along the occupation line in the future. They also blocked some of the nearby pathways with wooden poles.
· The cases of marking the trees in the vicinity of both Tsaghvli and Chorchana vilages took place Thus, the armed personnel of Tskhinvali so-called KGB crossed the occupation line and advanced 1 km into Tbilisi administrated territory. 
Grave situation on the ground
· Express concern on the ongoing occupation and the steps towards annexation of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali regions of Georgia by Russia seeking full incorporation of Georgia’s indivisible regions into its military, political and economic systems in full disregard for the international law:
· The 9 April 2017 referendum on changing the name of Tskhinvali region was a clear attempt to lay a ground for its annexation. The referendum on accession to the RF was also announced to be conducted during conducive period of time for Moscow. 
In this context, the statement by the leader of Tskhinvali occupation regime Anatoly Bibilov is a vivid demonstration of Russia’s steps towards annexation of the occupied region. According to him, “South Ossetia must be part of Russia. This is our historical motherland. We have been living outside Russia for 80 years, but today we in fact are in Russia - our citizens are also citizens of the Russian Federation, our economy is tied to Russia, salaries and programmes are financed from the Russian budget. The leadership of South Ossetia is ready to hold a referendum at any time.”
· So-called agreements on integration and  incorporation of military formations of Tskhinvali region into Russian armed, on establishment of the joint information and coordination centre as well as a joint group of armed forces in Abkhazia region – clear sign of steps towards factual annexation. 
· In January 2018 Russian Federation took another illegal step directed towards factual annexation of Georgia’s occupied territories. Namely, occupation regime in Tskhinvali has established the so-called customs point in Akhalgori district. Besides, in the beginning of November, 2017 the specialized customs point of Russian Federation was opened in Sokhumi. Moreover, the leaders of Sokhumi occupation regimes has made statements on opening of the customs checkpoint at the occupation line in Gali district. 
· Underline severe security, human rights and humanitarian situation on the ground: 
· Ongoing military build-up, regular military drills, building of barbwire fences and other artificial barriers along the occupation line.
· Closure of the so-called crossing points, illegal detentions and kidnapping along the occupation line. 
· Intensified ethnically-targeted human rights violations, deprivation of the right to life, prohibition of education in native Georgian language in both occupied regions, restriction of rights to freedom of movement, residence, and property.
· Georgians living in occupied Abkhazia region for generations are forced to take “residence permits” thus register as so called foreign citizens. This step is a further demonstration of ethnically targeted violence and provides for additional restrictions for residence, work, and exercising property rights by ethnic Georgians in Abkhazia region. 
· Besides, ethnic Georgians residing in Gali, Tkvarcheli and Ochamchire districts are forced to change their surnames and ethnic identity into Abkhazian ones in order to enjoy basic human rights otherwise inaccessible for Gali population. This way they are put under severe pressure either to denounce their ethnic roots or to flee from the region. 
· Prohibition of education in native language for the ethnic Georgians in both Abkhazia and Tskhinvali regions remains our greatest concern. The linguistic discrimination is yet another attack against their identity and dignity. This is a part of far-reaching strategy aimed at erasing the identity and russification of Georgian residents in occupied Abkhazia that provokes serious instability on the ground.​
· In September 2017, occupying forces perpetrated another act of ethnic cleansing in Eredvi village, Tskhinvali region where 268 houses of Georgian IDPs were demolished with the aim to distribute the cleared land to the locals for agricultural purposes. This is a blatant violation of property rights of IDPs, as well as continuation of the ethnic cleansing policy.
· This entire process is directed towards complete rooting out of Georgian trace and annexation of our occupied territories. It can become a ground for another wave of ethnic cleansing. ​In this way, Moscow tries to impede confidence building between war-torn communities and to continue with the russification of entire Abkhazia region.
· Point out the alarming trend of gross violation of right to life of Georgians with involvement of the representatives of the occupation regimes. Strongly condemn the deprivation of life of Irakli Kvaratskhelia, Archil Tatunashvili, Giga Otkhozoria and David Basharuli.
· Underline the necessity of bringing the perpetrators to justice, in order to prevent the sense of impunity and encouragement of ethnically targeted violence with regard to Georgian population. It is important that the Russian Federation, as the power exercising effective control over the occupied territories does not hamper execution of justice.  
· Georgia has used all its leverages  both through the negotiations and legalistic ways, and demonstrated the goodwill of cooperation through relevant formats. Nevertheless, the impunity and cynical way of handling the brutal murder of three Georgian IDPs clearly demonstrates that ethnically motivated violence and crimes are well encouraged by the Russian occupation regimes.
· In this respect, inform about the "Otkhozoria - Tatunashvili List" — a list of 33 persons accused and convicted of grave human rights violations. We seek international support to impose restrictive measures on the individuals included in the list with the aim to end impunity, prevent further severe HR violations and aggravation of humanitarian conditions of conflict-affected population. Lithuania adopted the sanctions.
· In this light underline the importance of international support to the list.
· Restrictions and isolation further worsening the humanitarian situation:
· On 6 November 2018, the occupation forces started to erect the iron fence posts in the area adjacent to the Atotsi village, Kareli Municipality, apparently for installing fences/barbed wires on the ground later on. The works continued the following day and the total length of the line reached approximately 370 meters. It has resulted in expansion of occupation scale and loss of additional hectares of land of the local population.
· The demonstration of the self-isolation policy  the so-called decrees adopted by the Sokhumi occupation regime that prohibit the residents of Abkhazia region to travel to any country with the aim to participate in the events organized by International NGOs and/or funded by Western countries or international organizations.
· Recall the decision by Sokhumi occupation regime to impose the so-called taxes on goods that are transferred from and/or to the rest of Georgia with the aim to restrict cross-ABL interaction of local population.
· In the beginning of April 2018, the occupation regime in Sokhumi announced the temporary restrictions on agricultural goods from Tbilisi administrated territory, referring to the challenges stemming from the stink bug. 
· Following the opening of so-called custom point in Akhalgori district in January last year, provision of meat and dairy products in Tskhinvali region from the rest of Georgia was banned. 
· Furthermore, on 27 April, the occupation regime in Tskhinvali imposed new restrictions for local farmers, prohibiting to take the cattle across the occupation line.
· Abkhazia and Tskhinvali regions remain inaccessible for the international community to monitor the grave situation. Even the EUMM that is mandated to operate throughout the whole territory of Georgia is not allowed in the occupied regions by the Russian Federation.
· Consistent and firm stance of international community is essential to facilitate the peaceful conflict resolution and urge the Russian Federation to refrain from this kind of illegal actions and respect sovereignty and territorial integrity of its neighbouring countries. 
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